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INTRODUCTION
Welcome to the latest edition of the Adams & Adams Africa 
Focus – our quarterly publication that is produced exclusively 
for and tailored to the specific interests of you, our valued 
clients. In this edition, we begin with the usual updates on key 
economic, political and industry-specific developments across 
the African continent. 

The featured article in this edition, authored by one of Africa’s 
leading commentators and analysts on issues pertaining to the 
continent, James Hall, provides an analysis of the current state 
of Africa’s transportation networks and the issues that need to 
be addressed in providing more efficient transportation across 
the cotinent. 

This edition’s Sector in Focus examines transportation hubs 
which have emerged across Africa and how they have had an 
impact on development in the various regions. 

We also provide our readers with an informative and topical 
interview with Dr. Pieter Oosthuizen, Chairman and Acting CEO 
of Namibia’s road and rail carrier: TransNamib. Transportation 
issues raised in the discussion include developments over the 
last decade, the key challenges to integrating Southern Africa’s 
railway network, introducing new forms of transport – such as 
South Africa’s Gautrain – and other ongoing intiatives in the 
Southern African transportation sector.

The event under review for this edition is the 7th Africa 
Transportation Technology Transfer Conference held in 
Zimbabwe from 11-15 May, entitled ‘Mobilising resources for 
transport infrastructural development and maintenance for 
poverty alleviation in Africa’. We also preview the upcoming 
Infrastructure Africa (IA) Conference scheduled for 1-2 
September 2015 in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

As with previous editions, we invite you to take some time out to 
sit back and enjoy the latest edition of our quarterly publication, 
with its exclusive focus on Africa. We trust that the content will 
be useful and intriguing. 
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ECONOMIC, POLITICAL 
AND INDUSTRY UPDATES 
(April - June 2015)

The Tripartite Free Trade Area (TFTA) pact was 
signed on 10 June 2015  1

1	 Map	courtesy	UNCTAD.

Africa | The African Development Bank (AfDB) 
elects a new leader: After six rounds of voting, 
Akinwumi Adesina, Nigeria’s outgoing Minister of 
Agriculture and Rural Development, was chosen 
to replace Donald Kaberuka as president of one of 
Africa’s biggest lending institutions. Adesina, whose 
campaign focused on inclusive growth and regional 
integration, won 60% of the votes in the organisation’s 
29 May 2015 governing board elections. The 55-year-
old development economist, who was credited with 
reviving Nigeria’s ailing agricultural sector, will assume 
the AfDB presidency in September 2015. 

Africa | Free trade area to connect Africa from Cape to 
Cairo: Capping off five years of negotiations between 
the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa 
(COMESA), the East African Community (EAC) and 
the Southern African Development Community 
(SADC), African leaders signed the highly-anticipated 
Tripartite Free Trade Area (TFTA) pact on 10 June 2015. 
The deal paves the way for the establishment of a free 
trade area that stretches from South Africa to Egypt 
and encompasses 26 countries with a combined GDP 
of US$ 1 trillion. The deal must still be ratified and the 
timeline for dismantling trade barriers worked out, but 
once finalised the free trade zone will be the largest 
economic bloc on the continent and will also include 
cooperation to promote industrial development and 
coordinated infrastructure development.

Burundi | Elections postponed amidst continued 
unrest: Having already twice postponed the 29 June 
2015 legislative elections, the electoral body CENI 
has also postponed Burundi’s presidential election 
to 15 July 2015. Mounting pressure from international 
mediators to postpone the elections came following 
violent unrest which included a failed coup attempt on 
14 May and ongoing clashes between demonstrators 
and police. The civil unrest was sparked by the ruling 
National Council for the Defense of Democracy-
Forces for the Defense of Democracy (CNDD-FDD) 
party’s nomination on 25 April of President Pierre 
Nkurunziza as its candidate for the presidential 
election. Many view this, Nkurunziza’s third bid for 
president, as a violation of the 2005 Arusha peace 
agreements that ended Burundi’s decade-long civil 
war. While the constitution places a two-term limit on 
the office of president, the Constitutional Court ruled 
in favour of Nkurunziza’s third term bid as he was 
first chosen by parliament rather than popular vote 
to lead the country in 2005, and he will contest the 
election as planned.

Central African Republic | “Republic Pact” brings 
hope of national reconciliation: Representatives of 
the Transitional Authority, nine of the country’s militia 
groups and various grassroots organisations signed the 
Republican Pact for Peace, National Reconciliation 
and Reconstruction at the Bangui Reconciliation 
Forum held from 4-11 May 2015. The accord includes 
commitments for swift presidential and legislative 
elections in August 2015, decentralisation and a 
reinforced judiciary. It also sets out an agreement 
on the principles for disarmament, demobilisation 
and reintegration of rebel groups, including the Anti-
Balaka and ex-Séléka, which have been battling for 
control of the country since 2013. 

Ethiopia | Ruling party sweeps to victory in 
parliamentary election: The Ethiopian People’s 
Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) — in power 
for a quarter of a century — gained a huge majority 
in the country’s parliamentary election on 24 May 
2015. The final results will be announced on 22 June 
but initial tallies indicate that the EPRDF, led by Prime 
Minister Hailemariam Desalegn, and its allies have 
won 442 out of 547 seats so far. The European Union 
and the United States government (whose diplomats 
were denied accreditation as election observers) 
questioned whether the election was free and fair 



Patent | Trade Mark | Copyright | Design | Commercial | Property | Litigation
Attorneys

www.adamsadams.com

5

ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND INDUSTRY UPDATES

2	 	Photo	courtesy	TED.

amidst government restrictions on civil liberties and 
allegations by some opposition parties of harassment 
and intimidation of their members at the ballot box. 

Mauritius | First female president elected: Ameenah 
Gurib-Fakim was appointed the Indian Ocean 
Island nation’s president by the government on 1 
June 2015 – the first woman to be elected president 
of the country and the third woman to serve as 
Head of State. Her appointment followed President 
Kailash Purryag stepping down from the ceremonial 
position on 29 May. Perhaps more remarkable than 
the appointment of a female president, Gurib-
Fakim does not have a background in politics. 
She is an internationally renowned scientist and 
biologist who has held various academic posts and 
is an expert consultant for UNICEF, the United Nations 
Development Programme, the World Bank and the 
World Health Organisation.

Niger | Landmark legislation may assist with southern 
Europe’s immigration crisis: In a bid to stem the flow 
of an estimated 4,000 illegal migrants a week through 
its vast desert territories — many of whom are headed 
towards Libya and on to Europe — Niger passed 
the first law in the region against the smuggling of 
migrants. The country’s lawmakers unanimously 
approved the law on 11 May 2015. It is based on a 
United Nations protocol against the smuggling of 
migrants and, emphasising that smuggled persons 
are victims of human rights abuses, it allows for police 
and judicial action against perpetrators and provides 
for prison sentences of up to 30 years for smugglers of 
illegal migrants. 

Nigeria | Fuel crisis ended, for now: A month-long fuel 
crisis was brought to an end on 25 May 2015 when 
Nigeria’s outgoing government agreed to pay a debt 
of US$ 800 million in subsidies owed to fuel importers 
and distributors. As the unpaid marketers refused 
to distribute fuel to depots around Nigeria, Africa’s 
largest oil producer suffered crippling fuel shortages 
in May which created long queues at filling stations, 
cut telecoms services, grounded flights and left the 
diesel generators on which much of Nigeria depends 
for electricity unused. Nigeria’s outgoing finance 
minister announced on 5 May 2015 that parliament 
had approved a gradual reduction in the country’s 
petrol subsidy by 90% to 100 billion Naira (US$ 500 
million) for 2015, and an eventual phasing out of fuel 
subsidies altogether. 

Nigeria | Muhammad Buhari’s inauguration heralds a 
new democratic chapter: The retired military general 
was sworn in as Nigeria’s president for the next four 
years on 29 May 2015. Following his historic election 
victory in March, Buhari, head of the opposition All 
Progressives Congress (APC), became the first person 
to unseat a sitting Nigerian president by ballot. 
The election also saw a change in power from the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) for the first time 
since the country’s return to democratic rule in 1999. 
The inauguration comes 32 years after Buhari seized 
power in a military coup which lasted 20 months. 
The election that brought him to power this time 
was deemed free and fair and has been hailed as a 
milestone for multiparty democracy in Africa. 

South Africa | One-stop visa application centre for 
corporates launched: On 20 May 2015, South Africa’s 
Department of Home Affairs (DHA) launched its 
Premium Visa and Permit Centre in Johannesburg, 
aimed at expediting the visa and permit application 
processes for corporates operating in the country. 
At this one-stop-shop, employees of companies 
registered with the DHA’s Corporate Accounts Unit 
(CAU) will be able to have their and their families’ visa 
and permit applications processed within four weeks. 

South Africa | Transnet signs major loan agreement 
with China: The state-owned freight logistics 
company announced on 4 June 2015 that it had 
signed a ZAR 30 billion (US$ 2.5 billion) 15-year loan 
agreement with China Development Bank (CDB), 
becoming the first South African parastatal to secure 
significant funding from China. The funds will be 
used to purchase hundreds of diesel and electric 
locomotives. The locomotives will be built by newly 
formed Chinese conglomerate CRRC, General 

Ameenah Gurib-Fakim was elected as Mauritian president 
in June 2015 2
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Electric and Bombardier. The production will be 
subject to stringent localisation standards and be 
underpinned by job creation and skills development, 
according to acting Transnet group Chief Executive 
Siyabonga Gama. 

South Africa | Eskom to seek US$ 4.4 billion loan: 
The state-owned power utility announced on 12 
June 2015 that it aims to borrow ZAR 55 billion (US$ 
4.5 billion) and convert its government subordinated 
loan into equity to improve its liquidity and expand 
its borrowing capacity as ageing infrastructure and 
a huge maintenance backlog continue to hinder 
output. This comes after Standard & Poor cut Eskom’s 
credit ratings to junk in March following the suspension 
of the utility’s former CEO and three other senior 
executives. While he did not indicate how it will be 
done, Eskom’s acting Chief Executive Brian Molefe 
said that the loan, which will help plug a funding gap 
of an estimated ZAR 200 billion (US$ 16 billion) rand, 
will be secured this financial year. 

Southern Africa | New tax treaty announced: On 17 
June 2015, the South African Treasury Department 
published in the Government Gazette a tax agreement 
signed with Mauritius that is aimed at preventing 
tax avoidance and evasion by multinational 
corporations. The double taxation treaty introduces 
withholding tax of 10% on interest and 5% on royalties 
in the country where they are earned and scraps tax 
sparing. Unique to this South African tax agreement, 
the revised “tie-breaker” clause allows South African 
and Mauritian authorities to determine, by mutual 
agreement, the residence status of companies that 

are registered in both countries. The treaty, which 
was signed in Mozambique two years ago, has now 
been ratified, and will come into force on 1 January 
2016.

Sudan | Landslide election victory for Omar al-Bashir: 
The incumbent president garnered 94% of votes in the 
country’s 2015 general election amidst a boycott by 
many of the main opposition parties, which claimed 
that the poll could not be free and fair. Voting, which 
commenced on 13 April, was extended for a fourth 
day to increase voter turnout which was officially 
reported at 46%, although observers estimate that 
two thirds of Sudan’s 13.3 million registered voters did 
not cast ballots. His victory in the controversial election 
sees Bashir, who is wanted by the International 
Criminal Court for genocide and other crimes against 
humanity, extend his 26-year rule which began with a 
bloodless coup in 1989. 

Tanzania | Massive investment in railway development 
set to increase regional connectivity: The transport 
minister announced on 29 March 2015 that Tanzania 
plans to spend US$ 14.2 billion to construct a new 
rail network over the next five years, financed with 
commercial loans from a consortium of banks. The 
investment, described by the minister as the largest 
ever by the Tanzanian government, will be used to 
construct a 2,561 kilometre standard gauge railway 
connecting the port at Dar es Salaam to Tanzania’s 
land-locked neighbours, Rwanda and Burundi, at a 
cost of US$ 7.6 billion. Two additional lines, to cost US$ 
6.6 billion, will also connect Dar es Salaam to the coal, 
iron ore and soda ash mining areas in the southern 
and northern parts of the country. 

Togo | Faure Gnassingbe elected president, again: 
The opposition rejected the 25 April 2015 election 
results which saw the incumbent, in power since 2005, 
elected for a third term. Election commission results 
showed that Gnassingbe won 59% of votes, a result 
opposition leader Jean-Pierre Fabre (who won 35% 
of the vote) dismissed as fraudulent, stating that they 
did not match the results his CAP 2015 coalition party 
had recorded at polling stations. Togo’s constitution 
does not presently limit presidential terms and an 
observer mission of the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) declared the election free 
and fair.  

Transnet’s 15-year loan agreement with CDB will see 
the parastatal purchase hundreds of diesel and electric 
locomotives from CRRC, General Electric and Bombardier 3
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Uganda | Tax exemption for oil and mining 
exploration announced:  The Ugandan government 
lifted a seven-year moratorium on the issuance 
of new oil and mining licenses in early 2015, and 
to attract investment in the country’s burgeoning 
downstream sector in particular, Uganda’s finance 
minister announced the scrapping of taxes on oil, gas 
and mining exploration activities on 28 April 2015. The 
Uganda Chamber of Mines and Petroleum, which 
has indicated that the tax burden on exploration 
companies can be as high as 39%, negotiated with 
the government to have companies exempt from 
value-added and withholding taxes during the 
investment phase of projects. Companies will be 
taxed only once production begins. 

West Africa | Tribunal rules on maritime border dispute: 
Following a request in February 2015 by the Ivory 
Coast for a moratorium on Ghanaian oil activity in a 
disputed maritime border area while legal hearings 
are held, the International Tribunal for the Law of the 
Sea (ITLOS) ruled on 25 April 2015 that Ghana may 
continue developing an existing offshore oil project 

in the area. The interim ruling does, however, bar 
Ghana from starting new drilling. British firm Tullow 
Oil, which leads a consortium developing the US$ 4.9 
billion dollar Tweneboa, Enyenra and Ntomme (Ten) 
fields project has already drilled the wells required to 
begin production of roughly 80,000 barrels per day in 
mid-2016. ITLOS’s final ruling is expected in 2017.

West Africa | Plans for a regional power market 
announced: In a bid to end decades of electricity 
supply problems in the 16 member countries of 
the Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS), heads of state have agreed to develop 
a regional electricity market.  The ambitious project 
will involve the development of additional power 
generation capacity and the construction of more 
transmission lines across the region, including a 1,300 
kilometre interconnection line across Côte d’Ivoire, 
Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone. A consortium of 
development agencies, including the World Bank, 
African Development Bank, European Investment 
Bank and German Export Bank, have agreed to 
provide US$ 374.4 million over 25 years for the project.

The Tripartite Free Trade Area (TFTA) pact was signed on 10 June 2015  4
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Transportation infrastructure 
investment is but one solution 
for moving Africa’s freight 
By James Hall

Industrial growth and expansion of goods and 
services in Africa are tied to good infrastructure 
that moves commodities, products and people 
to their destinations. And yet, while investment in 
transportation infrastructure is crucial, improved 
infrastructure alone is not the sole solution to better 
movement of people and freight. Governments must 
partner with private industry – not only with financing, 
but critically with regulatory reform, reduction of red 
tape and curbing corruption. Road freight will not 
reach industry or retailers if inefficient customs agents 
create bottlenecks at border crossings. Sea and rail 
freight in Africa will not reach the volumes of which 
they are capable if ports, no matter how improved, are 
slowed by bureaucracy and the hidden constrictions 
of corrupt officials. Regulations – sometimes in place 
to protect existing transportation companies – are 
slowing competition, and thus development, in the 
road freight sector. 

In all but the most war-torn nations, major 
transportation infrastructure improvements are 
underway. This is none too soon in light of the World 
Bank’s finding that average road density in Africa is 
204 kilometres of road (of which only 25% is paved 
road) to every 1,000 square kilometres of land area, 
compared to the global average of 944 kilometres 
of road (with 50% paved) to every 1,000 square 
kilometres of land. 

If in ancient times all roads led to Rome, Africa’s 
roads today lead to seaports vital to commerce. 
Ports are also seeing substantial upgrades to address 
the need to raise facilities to global standards, to 
meet increasing usage and to accommodate larger 
cargo ships. From 2012 to 2014, Sub-Saharan Africa’s 
exports grew by nearly 9%, the highest growth rate in 
the world, and improved ports were one reason. 

Africa’s collective economies are expected to be the 
fastest-growing of any continent – at least through 
2020, assuming the continent’s roads and ports can 
meet the challenge of higher demand. Here again, 
governments’ commitments to regulatory reform and 
corruption eradication are essential.

 

Road shortcomings and solutions 

The shortage of paved roads in Africa means 
commodities grown or mined and goods made by 
Africans do not connect with international or even 
local markets. Only one out of three rural Africans has 
access to all-season roads. Small landholder farmers, 
who constitute the majority of Africans, cannot 
graduate from subsistence to commercial farming 

James Hall has been a correspondent since 2000 with South Africa’s 
transportation industry publication, Freight and Trade Weekly (FTW), 
covering transportation developments throughout Southern Africa. 
For the Johannesburg newspapers Business Day and Business 
Report as well as for business magazines in Africa and Europe he 
has written about the commerce of transportation in Madagascar, 
Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zaire and Zimbabwe.

1	 Photo	courtesy	Ventures	Africa

Kenya is spending billions of dollars to expand their container 
terminals, such as the terminal pictured above at the Port of 
Mombassa   1
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because their produce cannot be moved. This is both 
an encumbrance to the continent’s prioritisation 
of eradicating widespread poverty and a drag to 
retail and other commercial sectors that are denied 
hundreds of millions of potential customers. 

Road maintenance is a problem in rural and urban 
areas alike. Poor roads combined with unskilled 
drivers and unroadworthy vehicles contribute to road 
accidents. Continentally, road deaths are the third 
highest cause of mortality in Africa. Libya has a far less 
developed road infrastructure than South Africa, but 
both countries are akin statistically in terms of road 
deaths per 100,000 people. Libya has the world’s 
second highest road death rate, at 34.7 persons per 
100,000 population, while South Africa has the third 
highest, at 33.2 persons per 100,000. Eritrea is home 
to the world’s deadliest roads, however, with 45 
road deaths per 100,000 people. Egypt’s rate is also 
amongst the world’s highest, and is attributed in part 
to an inferior road infrastructure. All four countries 
have wide open spaces that encourage speeding; 
and a lack of law enforcement with regard to policing 
of speed limits.
 
In terms of improving infrastructure, projects in 
several countries are being financed by donor 
nations promoting their own interests, like China, or 
international development banks. The Trans-African 
Highway may remain an unrealised dream for years 
to come, but the Programme for Infrastructure 
Development in Africa  (PIDA), primarily funded by 
African governments, was launched in 2010 with 
ambitions to extend Africa’s 10,000 kilometres of major 
roads tenfold by creating nine major road arteries 
along all coastlines and connecting the interior. Some 
250,000 kilometres of smaller roads are to be built or 
upgraded to link rural areas and provincial towns to 
the main arteries.

Port shortcomings and solutions

The International Maritime Organisation reports that 
90% of Africa’s imports and exports are transported 
by sea. However, although Africa has over 100 ports, 
few are sufficiently large or deep to attract today’s 
massive cargo ships. The reason that bulk and 
containerised cargo moving in and out of Africa has 
tripled since the mid-1990s and risen 21% between 2012 
and 2014 is due to concentrated shipping at regional 
hubs: Dar es Salaam, Tanzania and Mombasa, Kenya 
in East Africa; Maputo, Mozambique and Cape 
Town, Durban and Port Elizabeth in South Africa in 
Southern Africa (although Walvis Bay, Namibia offers 
strong regional competition); Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire 
and Lagos, Nigeria in West Africa; and Tangiers, 
Morocco on North Africa’s Mediterranean Coast. 
Egypt’s Suez Canal, through which cargo transported 
will near one billion tons in 2015, and Djibouti’s port 
on the Horn of Africa are vital to both African and 
world shipping.  However, ranking the world’s ports 
by standardised measures, the World Economic 
Forum (WEF) gave overall passing grades to only four 
African nations: Kenya, Morocco, Namibia and South 
Africa. Shipping executives interviewed by the WEF 
and who experience the headaches of using African 
ports awarded generally unsatisfactory scores to a 
majority of facilities.

The necessity of regional hubs has concentrated 
shipping activity on a few ports and has led to 
bottlenecks that slow shipping, discourage shippers 
and can have harmful effects on perishable goods. 
Delays loading ships keep fleets queued offshore and 
delivery vehicles congesting dockside parking bays. 
Traffic, and thus delays, increase annually, and even 
the most sophisticated port facilities like Durban’s play 
catch up as they seek to expand facilities to reduce 

FEATURED ARTICLE

For an anti-capitalist society, the People’s Republic 
of China has mountains of cash capital to purchase 
African resources and haul them home via road, rail 
and seaport. If no highway exists connecting a mine 
whose output is required by the Chinese, Beijing’s 
answer has been to lavish grants or low-interest 
loans on countries to build the road and rail links 
beneficial to China’s business interests. Sometimes 
these links are only tangentially beneficial to local 
African populations. Trade between Africa and 
China is expected to double by 2020, while Chinese 
investment in Africa will quadruple to US$ 100 billion. 

Half of port infrastructure growth in Sub-Saharan 
Africa is currently financed by Beijing. As part of its US$ 
1.7 billion investment in Tanzania, China will construct 
a US$ 400 million sea port in Bagamoya; which, 
when open in 2017, will handle more containerised 
cargo than established ports at Dar es Salaam and 
Mombasa. Chinese technicians will operate the port 
which will also have the capacity to accommodate 
Chinese warships. Chinese funding will also construct 
a US$ 470 million port expansion project in Djibouti, 
where China will establish its first military base in Africa. 

 Insight Box – China’s African infrastructure investment 



Patent | Trade Mark | Copyright | Design | Commercial | Property | Litigation
Attorneys

www.adamsadams.com

10

ship loading and unloading times. Delays of up to 
three weeks are common in Lagos and Mombasa 
and worse is to come as containerised cargo ships 
grow to behemoth sizes. 

The largest ships in the fleet of shipping giant CMA 
CGM have a capacity of 5,700 TEUs (twenty foot 
equivalent units; the standard measurement 
to calculate a ship’s cargo capacity), and the 
Mediterranean Shipping Company (MSC) operates 
ships of 6,500 TEUs into Lomé, Togo. Within the next 
two years, African ports will have to accommodate 
ships with capacities of 8,000 TEUs, and by 2020, can 
expect containerised cargo ships of 10,000 TEUs. 

Maputo is spending US$ 1.5 billion to dredge its 
harbour and enlarge its port facilities; Kenya and 
Tanzania are spending billions of dollars to expand 
their container terminals and to dredge new berths; 
and Djibouti is rehabilitating its main port at Doraleh, 
with plans to build five new ports along its coastline 
over the next few years. 
 
While governments are partly financing port 
renovations, they also bear the responsibility of 
making ports more user-friendly by lowering tariffs that 
increase shipping costs. Maputo’s port is notorious 
for the corruption of its bribe-taking officials but is 
hardly the only port facility guilty of such malpractice. 
Endowing ports with sufficient capacity and efficiency 
is only a step toward greater usage; regulation reform 
and corruption control are also necessary.

In addition to trade benefits, boosting ports will boost 
the rail industry. Long-distance rail passenger traffic is 
disappearing as travellers fly from region to region or 
drive or take buses to neighbouring countries. African 
rail largely moves freight, and as this freight goes to 
ports, improvement in ports will improve rail freight 
volumes. Rehabilitating aging rail infrastructure 
required continentally, and loans to accomplish this 
would be repaid with revenues from greater freight 
movement. The World Bank reports that an efficient 
rail system can boost a country’s GDP by 7%.

Infrastructure investment in Africa 
remains money well spent

One thing all African leaders and populations, 
businesses and the international community agree 
upon is the need for better infrastructure. The 
challenge is to keep regulatory reforms abreast 
of infrastructure spending. Building infrastructure is 
easier than reforming corruption and bureaucratic 
inefficiency, and so Africa is starting with the former. 
In terms of infrastructure expansion, the private sector 
is quite involved. Transnet Freight Rail, the semi-public 
South African corporation that also runs the country’s 
ports, is aiding Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique and 
Namibia in boosting their ports’ standards, while two 
shipping lines that account for 45% of Africa-Asian 
sea trade, CMA CGM and Safmarine/Maersk, are 
investing substantially to boost logistics infrastructure 
in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

International and regional bodies also see the value 
of investing in transportation infrastructure. The EU-
Africa Infrastructure Trust Fund was set up in 2007 
specifically to finance infrastructure projects. In 
November 2014, a US$ 22 million grant commenced 
the Regional Port Mombasa Road Access Project, 
a six-lane highway across East Africa’s Northern 
Corridor. Equipped with accoutrements (pedestrian 
bridges, truck weigh stations) and aided by further 
financing by the African Development Bank (AfDB), 
the system to funnel regional traffic to Mombasa’s 
port will cost US$ 273 million. The Northern Corridor 
connects the seaside countries Kenya and South 
Sudan with the inland nations Burundi, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Rwanda and Uganda and will be 
a link in the Trans-African Highway. 

Years must pass before that highway links the Cape 
to Cairo, but its halting construction symbolises the 
visionary value Africa places on transport connectivity.

FEATURED ARTICLE
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An efficient transportation sector is dependent on 
stable and well-functioning transport infrastructure. 
At present, the large majority of Africa lags far behind 
the rest of the world in this regard but there are a few 
African countries on par with or even above global 
standards for transport infrastructure, including 
Kenya, Mauritius, Namibia, Rwanda, Seychelles and 
South Africa. 1 South Africa leads the way despite 
being ranked 5th in Africa, as it is ranked above the 
global average in sea, road, rail and air transport. 
Similarly, while Morocco is ranked 4th overall, it is the 
only other country to have consistently performed 
above the global average across each individual 
mode of transportation as well as overall across all 
modes combined. 

The lack of development in transportation 
infrastructure across the continent impedes the 
movement of goods and services to the continent’s 
markets and consequently, has a massive impact 
on economic growth. This, in turn, has an impact 
on the ability of African countries to be competitive 

as market prices and the cost of doing business are 
driven up. 3 All major modes of transportation need 
to be adequately developed in order to stimulate 
national, regional and continental transportation 
networks. 

To this end, there have been a number of initiatives 
and cooperation between countries. Seaports have 
been targeted for development and upgrades in 
Côte d’Ivoire, Djibouti, Kenya, Namibia, Nigeria and 
Tanzania. Cooperation in road construction across 
borders is evident in north-west Africa through the 
Trans-Sahara highway amongst others, while railway 
links are strengthening in southern and eastern Africa. 
Air transportation has also seen the growth of existing 
hubs in Egypt and South Africa, while at the same 
time new air hubs have emerged in Côte d’Ivoire, 
Senegal, Tanzania and Togo. 

1	 World	Economic	Forum,	‘2014/2015	Global	Competitiveness	Report’,	http://www3.weforum.org

3	 Peter	Ondiege,	Jennifer	Moyo	and	Audrey	Verdier-Chouchane,	‘Developing	Africa’s	Infrastructure	for
	 Enhanced	Competitiveness’,	AfDB,	The	Africa	Competitiveness	Report,	2013.	http://www.worldbank.org

2	 Ibid

Sector in Focus:
Development of transportation 
hubs in Africa 
By Ognan Williams

Global average: 4.2

Africa average: 3.4

Overall quality of transport infrastructure in Africa 
Scores ranging from 1 (extremely underdeveloped) to 7 (extensive and efficient) 2 

http://www3.weforum.org/docs/WEF_GlobalCompetitivenessReport_2014-15.pdf
http://www.worldbank.org/content/dam/Worldbank/document/Africa/Report/africa-competitiveness-report-2013-main-report-web.pdf
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Sea – The driver of transport hub 
development across the continent

Durban, South Africa and Walvis Bay, Namibia are 
two of the largest and busiest ports in Southern 
Africa. The Durban port alone caters for over 4,000 
vessels transporting over 80,000 containers annually.4 
Over 2013/2014, it handled nearly 45 million tons of 
cargo. 5 Namibia, in turn, has successfully positioned 
the Walvis Bay port as a preferred entry point for 
trade with the Americas and Europe. The Namibian 
government has also sought to establish a transport 
corridor linking Walvis Bay with the inland Southern 
Africa Development Community (SADC) countries in 
order to cater for trade. 6 Angola has also looked to 
establish a direct trade route between Walvis Bay and 
Luanda in order to cut out the time it takes to process 
goods destined for Angola from South Africa.7  

In East Africa, Kenya, Tanzania and Djibouti, are 
the major sea transportation hubs in the region. The 
Kenyan government is looking to expand the handling 
capacity of the Mombasa port to ease bottlenecks 
with a US$ 366 million 3-berth terminal 8 while the Lamu 
port development is an even bigger port, intended to 
consist of 30 berths and have the capacity to handle 
nearly 24 million tons of cargo every year. 9 Similarly, 
Tanzania aims to double the carrying capacity at its 
Dar es Salaam port to some 28 million tons per year.  
10 A new port in Bagamoyo is also being constructed 
75 kilometres north of Dar es Salaam at an estimated 
cost of US$ 10 billion, and it will be capable of 
handling 20 million containers per year. 11 Djibouti too 
is making inroads in port development through the 
construction of the Damerjog Lovestock port (US$ 70 
million) and the Doraleh port (US$ 400 million), in order 
to ease the pressure and congestion at its main port 
in Djibouti. 12  

In West Africa, there are a few main ports that act 
as regional transportation hubs in Nigeria, Ghana 
and Côte d’Ivoire. The Apapa container terminal in 
Lagos is West Africa’s largest container terminal, while 
the Delta port in Nigeria’s oil-rich Delta River region, 
and the One port near the city of Port Harcourt serve 

Nigeria’s oil and gas industry. 13 Two Nigerian deep-
water ports are also planned in Lekki (near Lagos) 
and Ibaka (in Akwa Ibom River State), with the former 
estimated at a cost of US$ 1.55 billion and expected to 
be operational in the second half of 2016. 14 Ghana’s 
Tema port is already a major regional transport hub 
catering for trade with landlocked countries such 
as Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger. 15 The post-2011 
political tension in Côte d’Ivoire has pushed Ghana 
to address capacity issues with expansion plans for 
both ports. 16 Despite the political turmoil that has 
gripped Côte d’Ivoire, the Ivorian government has 
sought to expand the Abidjan port at a cost of US$ 
2.5 billion, which would see the construction of a 
second container terminal, an expanded mineral 
terminal and the upsizing of the Vridi Canal. 17 

Road and rail – Strengthening 
infrastructure hubs through 
cooperation

The Infrastructure Consortium for Africa (ICA) has 
identified a number of road projects as vital to the 
creation of trade routes and hub points in central, 
east and southern Africa. A prominent example of 
this is the African Development Bank (AfDB)-funded 
North-South corridor, which will stretch nearly 8,600 
kilometres and link seven southern and east African 
countries. 18 The programme is led by a tripartite 
grouping that includes members of the Common 
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), 
the East African Community (EAC) and the SADC, 
and will come at a cost of an estimated US$ 9 billion. 
The grouping, along with the assistance of AfDB, has 
also sought to strengthen road links to central Africa 
with a further eight projects at the cost of nearly US$ 
380 million. 19

On the West/North African front, one of the largest 
currently ongoing projects is the Trans-Sahara 
Highway, which would connect Algiers, Algeria to 
Lagos, Nigeria, spanning some 4,500 kilometres. 20 
The last portion of the road, a 225 kilometre stretch, 
is in its final stages and the highway should be open 

4	 ‘Business	Tech,	Africa’s	biggest	shipping	ports,	8	March	2015.	http://businesstech.co.za		

6	 3S	Media,	‘Namibia	to	become	a	logistics	hub’,	30	July	2013.	http://www.transportworldafrica.co.za  

5	 Ibid.
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7	 The	Namibian,	‘Namibia,	Angola,	plan	direct	shipping	lane’,	7	July	2011.	http://www.trademarksa.org
8	 Steve	Mbogo,	‘Major	projects	on	course	as	countries	fight	for	sea	transport’,	The	East	African,	
	 21	December	2013.	http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke		
9	 Ibid.	
10	 Allan	Odhiambo,	‘Kenya,	Tanzania	in	tight	race	for	region	transport	hub	status’,	Business	Daily	Africa,
	 31	March	2015.	http://www.businessdailyafrica.com
11	 ‘Tanzania	could	become	East	Africa’s	transport	hub	–	President’,	Ventures	Africa,	14	April	2014.	
 http://www.ventures-africa.com	
12	 Steve	Mbogo,	‘Major	projects	on	course	as	countries	fight	for	sea	transport’,	The	East	African,	
	 21	December	2013.	http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke	

13	 PwC,	‘Nigeria’,	https://www.pwc.com	

17	 Olivier	Monnier,	‘Cote	d’Ivoire:	Abidja	port	aims	for	regional	supremacy’,	The	Africa	Report,	
	 14	March	2014.	http://www.theafricareport.com

15	 “Ghana	to	be	transport	hub	of	West	Africa	–	Dzifa	Attivor”,	Ghana	Web,	29	October	2014.	
 http://www.ghanaweb.com	

19	 Infrastructure	Consortium	for	Africa,	‘Eastern	and	Central	Transport	Corridorrs’,	
 http://www.icafrica.org

14	 Ibid.	

18	 Infrastructure	Consortium	for	Africa,	‘North-South	Corridor’,	http://www.icafrica.org

16	 PwC,	‘Ghana’,	https://www.pwc.com	

20	 World	Highways,	‘Trans-Sahara	highway	soon	to	connect	Niger	with	Algeria’,	19	December	2014.
 http://www.worldhighways.com

http://businesstech.co.za/news/general/81995/africas-biggest-shipping-ports/
http://www.transportworldafrica.co.za/2013/07/30/namibia-to-become-a-logistics-hub/
http://www.trademarksa.org/news/namibia-angola-plan-direct-shipping-line
http://www.uneca.org/sites/default/files/publications/mdgreport2012_eng.pdf
http://www.businessdailyafrica.com/Kenya--Tanzania-in-tight-race-for-region-transport-hub-status/-/1248928/2671714/-/item/1/-/nowbli/-/index.html
http://www.ventures-africa.com/archives/41890
http://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/business/Competition-ignites-multibillion-dollar-port-projects/-/2560/2121050/-/item/0/-/5b9brk/-/index.html
http://www.uneca.org/sites/default/files/publications/mdgreport2012_eng.pdf
https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/transportation-logistics/publications/africa-infrastructure-investment/assets/nigeria.pdf
http://www.theafricareport.com/West-Africa/cote-divoire-abidjan-port-aims-for-regional-supremacy.html
http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/business/artikel.php%3FID%3D332628
http://www.icafrica.org/en/topics-programmes/eastern-and-central-transport-corridors/
http://www.icafrica.org/en/topics-programmes/north-south-corridor/
https://www.pwc.com/gx/en/transportation-logistics/publications/africa-infrastructure-investment/assets/ghana.pdf
http://www.worldhighways.com/sections/emergent/news/trans-sahara-highway-soon-to-connect-niger-with-algeria/
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for business in 2015. The development will see the 
realisation of a road network connecting some of 
West and North Africa’s largest economies, boosting 
regional trade and stimulating the development of 
regional road transport hubs. Other road project 
developments in the region include the development 
of the Enugu-Bamenda Highway project initiated in 
2007 between Nigeria and Cameroon. The project has 
come together with financing from the governments 
of both countries, the AfDB, the Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to 
the tune of US$ 420 million, and has been hailed as 
a regional success story in transportation network 
development. 21 

Similar initiatives have been undertaken in rail 
developments. Here again ICA, with funding and 
support from the AfDB, EAC, COMESA and SADC, is 
involved with the upgrading of 600 kilometres of rail 
networks in the North-South corridor at a cost of US$ 
800 million, 22 and four additional railway projects in 
the Central and Eastern transport corridors totalling 
US$ 465 million. 23 Angola, the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) and Zambia are also looking to restart 
the colonial era Benguela Railway and redevelop 
border crossings in order to speed up cargo 
processing. 24 

In East Africa, Kenya has begun to invest substantially 
in its railway network with two large projects, namely 
the revamping of an old colonial line linking Mombasa 
to Kampala in Uganda and the creation of a new 
track linking Mombasa with Nairobi, at a cost of US$ 
4.5 billion. 25 Tanzania too has made serious inroads on 
this front as it seeks to position itself as a regional hub 
through major railway infrastructure. The Tanzanian 
government is seeking to upgrade the country’s rail 
networks which will come at a cost of some US$ 14 
billion and will include the construction of over 2,500 
kilometres of railway lines connecting Dar es Salaam 
to landlocked neighbours Rwanda and Burundi, 
which alone will cost US$ 7.6 billion. 26 

Transport indicators by African region 27

Region
Road network 
(kilometres)

Rail network 
(kilometres)

North Africa 347,451 19,931

West Africa 434,910 9,717

Central Africa 186,471 2,526

East Africa 476,558 6,687

Southern Africa 574,484* 51,119

Note: *excludes South Africa

Air – Stimulating the development of 
new transport hubs in Africa

The lead air transportation hub on the continent 
is South Africa, which ranks in the top 15 globally.28 
Tunisia, Mauritius, Ethiopia, Morocco, Seychelles 
and Namibia are in the top 60 globally, and show 
increasing potential to become regional air hubs. 

North Africa has a steadily developing air transport 
infrastructure. In 2014, Tripoli and Algiers allocated 
US$ 2.1 billion and US$ 952 million for airport 
developments respectively. Egypt has invested the 
most in this regard, with US$ 1.5 billion going toward 
airport infrastructure. 29 In 2015, AfDB also committed 
a further US$ 140 million to the expansion project of 
Egypt’s busiest airport and Africa’s third largest, the 
Sharm El-Sheikh, which will see the construction of 
a new terminal, runway and control tower. 30 This 
forms part of Egypt’s ambition to develop itself as the 
North African air hub to complement its status as the 
regional seaport hub. 

The central air hub for southern Africa, South Africa, 
hosts Africa’s largest airport and caters for the region’s 
air traffic in terms of international inflows and regional 
outflows. The Kenneth Kaunda International Airport 
in Zambia and the N’djiili International Airport in the 
DRC are two other regional air hubs that handle bulk 
traffic in the SADC region, and will need to expand 
soon to be in a position to share the increased flow of 
air traffic to and from South Africa. 31 Other expansion 

SECTOR IN FOCUS

21	 AfDB,	‘Enugu-Bamenda	Road,	tool	of	regional	integration	and	AfDB	success	story’,	
	 7	November	2013.	http://www.afdb.org	 
22	 Infrastructure	Consortium	for	Africa,	‘North-South	Corridor’,	http://www.icafrica.org

23	 Infrastructure	Consortium	for	Africa,	‘Eastern	and	Central	Transport	Corridors’,	http://www.icafrica.org
24	 African	Business	Magazine,	‘Angola	transport:	railway	of	hope’,	3	June	2014.	
 http://africanbusinessmagazine.com
25	 Javier	Blas,	‘Kenya	has	big	plans	for	ports,	power,	rail	and	roads’,	Financial	Times,	
	 25	November	2013.	http://www.ft.com

28	 Ibid.

30	 AfDB,	‘AfDB	commits	US	$140	million	to	Egypt’s	Sharm	El-Sheikh	Airport	expansion	project’,	
	 15	April	2015.	http://www.afdb.org

26	 ‘Tanzania	to	spend	$14	billion	on	railways,	eyes,	regional	hub	status’,	31	March	2015.	
 http://www.trademarkea.com	 
27	 KPMG,	‘Transport	in	Africa’,	2013.	https://www.kpmg.com

29	 Construction	Review	Online,	‘Africa’s	airports	in	massive	expansion’,	7April	2015.	
 http://constructionreviewonline.com

http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/enugu-bamenda-road-tool-of-regional-integration-and-afdb-success-story-12528/
http://www.icafrica.org/en/topics-programmes/north-south-corridor/
http://www.icafrica.org/en/topics-programmes/eastern-and-central-transport-corridors/
http://africanbusinessmagazine.com/country-reports/angola-transport-railway-hope/%23sthash.MuIFkzDc.dpuf
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/babe9838-5049-11e3-9f0d-00144feabdc0.html%23axzz3ZpG2m6gN
http://www.afdb.org/en/news-and-events/article/afdb-commits-us-140-million-to-egypts-sharm-el-sheikh-airport-expansion-project-14166/
http://www.trademarkea.com/news/tanzania-to-spend-14-bln-on-railways-eyes-regional-hub-status/
https://www.kpmg.com/Africa/en/IssuesAndInsights/Articles-Publications/Documents/Transport%20in%20Africa.pdf
http://constructionreviewonline.com/2015/04/african-airports-in-massive-expansion/
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projects are also being undertaken in Botswana, 
Madagascar, Mozambique and Namibia.

In East Africa, Tanzania is looking to play a leading 
role as an aviation hub for the region. Tanzania’s 
international passenger numbers rose by 8% in 2014, 
while domestic figures climbed by 18% as a result of 
democratisation and liberalisation within the aviation 
and air travel industries.32 Dar es Salaam’s Julius 
Nyerere International Airport has been the recipient 
of multi-million dollar investments in infrastructure in 
order to allow it to cater for 30 flights every hour from 
the previous capacity of 6. AfDB is also taking a close 
look at financing improvements in the Seychelles’ 14 
existing airports as a way of boosting development in 
island nations in the region. 33

On the West African front, Togo has begun to 
increasingly position itself as a favourable air transport 
hub. Ethiopian Airlines opened up its second West 
African cargo hub in the country in 2013, 34 to cater 
for trade to destinations in central Africa, such as 
Cameroon and Gabon. Côte d’Ivoire has also taken 
initiative to position itself as an air transport hub most 
recently by initiating direct flights to the United States 
in April 2015. 35 Senegal too is pushing forward with air 
infrastructure development, with the construction of 
the new Blaise Diagne International Airport in Diass.36 
The airport will see passenger handling capacity 
reach 3 million – nearly double that of Dakar’s Léopold 
Sédar Senghor Airport – at a total project cost of US$ 
450 million. Nigeria is still developing its air transport 
infrastructure despite being host to the region’s largest 
airport in Lagos. However, the Nigerian government 
has initiated the development of a major international 
airport in Abuja, along with the construction of new 
terminals at five different airports around the country, 
as well as the redevelopment of five existing terminals 
alongside a further six cargo terminals. 37 

Concluding remarks

Africa’s transportation hubs are evolving steadily but 
much remains to be done before a sufficient level of 
development in transport infrastructure is achieved. 
Seaports, roads, railways and airports will each form a 
part of the successful development of transportation 
hubs across the continent. As noted, projects have 
been initiated throughout Africa across the various 
modes, with regional hubs emerging across the 
continent to be used as points to initiate economic 
development and trade. 

While it is paramount for governments to make 
inroads into all transportation sectors, it will also prove 
imperative to target strategic modes of transportation 
in order to better position their countries’ cities 
as regional hubs. Coastal countries such as Côte 
d’Ivoire, Kenya, Namibia, South Africa and Tanzania, 
are well placed to develop seaport infrastructure, 
while landlocked countries such as Burundi, Mali, 
Niger, Rwanda and Zambia will be better served by 
road and rail developments. New air hubs are also 
emerging throughout the continent which are likely to 
create new transport routes, with a number located 
in West Africa, but old air hubs in North and Southern 
Africa will need to continue upgrading and improving 
in order to cater for larger volumes of passengers and 
cargo alike, and remain competitive to global trade. 

34	 ‘Ventures	Africa,	Ethiopian	Airlines	opens	second	West	Africa	cargo	hub’,	26	August	2013.	
	 http://www.ventures-africa.com

38	 PwC,	‘Africa	Gearing	Up’,	http://www.pwc.co.za

33	 AfDB,	‘Eastern	Africa	–	Regional	Integration	Strategy	Paper	2011-2015’,	September	2011.	
	 http://www.afdb.org

37	 PwC,	‘Nigeria’,	https://www.pwc.com

32	 Oliver	Moss,	‘Building	East	Africa’s	future	transport	corridor’,		The	Report,	25	November	2014.	
	 http://www.the-report.net

36	 The	Oxford	Business	Group,	‘Investing	in	Senegal’s	air	transport’,	21	September	2015.	
	 http://www.matchdeck.com	

31	 SADC,	‘SADC	–Air	&	Aviation’,	http://www.sadc.int

35	 The	Africa	Report,	‘Cote	d’Ivoire	to	start	direct	flights	to	the	U.S.’,	13	April	2015.	
	 http://www.theafricareport.com

Transport infrastructure gateways, corridors and projects across 
Africa (planned and existing) 38
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1	 Map	courtesy	of	Transport	World	Africa.	http://www.transportworldafrica.co.za

Dr. Pieter Oosthuizen holds a BS Civil Engineering and a MS in Construction 
Management as well as a Ph.D. (Management), and is a certified Project 
Management Professional. He is currently the Chairman of the Board of Directors 
at TransNamib Holdings - Namibia’s surface carrier that deals with railway and 
road developments and is also involved in regional interconnectivity projects.

How has Southern Africa’s railway industry 
developed in the last 10 years? 

There are existing plans for development but no 
real physical construction has taken place. Some 
examples include the Walvis Bay Corridor Group – 
many meetings have been held but little action has 
come of them. Namibia is planning the Trans-Kalahari 
line through the north of the country to Botswana’s 
coalfields. However, these are only plans at this stage. 
In essence there has been no real development over 
the last 10 years.

What are some of the key challenges to 
upgrading and integrating the railway 
network across Southern Africa?

Funding is seen as the major stumbling block. 
Governments just do not have the billions available 
to conduct new construction or upgrade existing 
infrastructure. Expertise in managing projects of this 
magnitude is also not embedded in the railway 
companies. Outside expertise is available, however, 
there seems to be a reluctance to engage these 

experts and movement of such 
experts across borders is a major 
obstacle. Governments will have to 
change the basic model and engage 
the private sector in public-private partnerships 
(PPP’s). Following this, commercial funding can be 
raised and work may proceed for the very necessary 
integration of railways in Southern Africa. At this stage 
the current model is just not working.

What is the outlook for Africa’s transportation 
sector? Is road to remain the dominant form 
of transportation or could we see a shift 
towards more rail in the coming years? 

As I mentioned, there are serious challenges that 
stand in the way of further development in the 
railway sector. If governments do not change the 
current railway-operating model, road will remain 
the dominant form of transport to the detriment of 
the actual roads. Many billions will have to be spent 
on maintenance and reconstruction of major roads, 
as they become more degraded due to heavy 
trucking activity. This is costing countries dearly as 
road transport is a poor and costly substitute for bulk 
rail transport. The private sector is crying for railway 
companies to be effective. The shift towards rail is 
dependent on political will and innovation to change 
the old models of railway transportation.

In your opinion, which are the most 
developed and successful transportation 
hubs in Africa? Please substantiate.

Clearly the South African hubs of Durban, Richards 
Bay and others are in a league of their own. The 
tonnages handled and moved are far superior to 
other ports. South Africa’s railway operator – Transnet 

The Southern African railway 
network: Infrastructure 
developments and challenges
An interview with Dr. Pieter Oosthuizen

The Trans-Kalahari, Trans-Caprivi and Trans-Cunene 
road and rail corridors 1

http://www.transportworldafrica.co.za/2015/05/29/wbnldc-boosts-namibias-economy/
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INTERVIEW

– is still in good shape and operates effectively. The 
road sector in South Africa also operates quite well 
and the Gautrain passenger train service is doing 
very well. South Africa also has a first-world freeway 
network which puts it far above other countries in 
terms of road efficiency etc. Namibia is moving fast 
to become a major hub with the development of 
the new container terminal in Walvis Bay and other 
related projects. The success of these depends 
however on Namibia fixing its railway network and its 
railway operator TransNamib.

Major cities throughout the continent suffer 
from extreme congestion on a daily basis. 
How do you see transportation evolving in 
Africa over the next 10 years? Will we see 
more innovative modes of transportation 
such as those in more developed regions 
(metro, electric tram, cable) in the near 
future? 

I believe the Gautrain model for highly populated 
urban areas will be a model other countries will 
follow eventually. Funding for such major projects 
will be challenging though. So, for the next 10 years 
I believe that not much will change. We need other 
changes first such as those in government; greater 

anti-corruption efficiency; the free movement of 
expatriate expertise; and in many cases, effective 
tax revenue systems. 

Integrating the rail network to link with major 
shipping ports will be an integral part in 
boosting the use of rail to ship goods from 
ports. Are there any ongoing initiatives 
at present (government or private) that 
are aimed at addressing this disparity in 
compatibility? 

The only major initiatives are currently in Namibia. It 
has major plans to become the preferred logistics 
hub of Southern Africa. It will need major capital 
injection and political will to complete these planned 
projects however. South Africa’s infrastructure is well 
developed and no major projects are on the table at 
this stage. 

The Gautrain at one of its stations in Gauteng province, South Africa. In 2013 the train network carried 40,000 
passengers per day across the province. 2

2	 Photo	courtesy	Wikimedia	Commons.		
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AFRICA
INSIGHTS

The functioning of the Libyan Trade Marks Office 
has been affected by the ongoing civil unrest 
in that country. Although it has been confirmed 
that the office is currently operational, it is 
necessary to consider recent political events 
that have influenced the administration of the 
country. Since the Trade Marks office is under 
the control of the Fajr Libya Militia, it cannot 
be guaranteed that all processes concluded 
during this time will be considered valid once 
the political conflict is resolved. In light of the 
current situation, it should be noted that trade 
mark applications filed during this time face an 
uncertain future.

Trade Marks Affairs In Libya

The Kenya Network Information Centre (KENIC) 
prescribes a Domain Name Dispute Resolution 
Policy (Alternative Dispute Resolution Policy 
or ADRP) and Regulations, similar to ICANN’S 
UDRP. In terms of Kenya’s ADRP, a complainant 
in a domain name dispute may request the 
cancellation or transfer to it of a domain name 
registered in the .co.ke domain name space. 
However, until recently, KENIC’s ADRP was not 
operational and only existed in theory.

Domain Name Disputes: Kenya

Recent incidents of political instability and 
unrest in Kinshasa have led to the DRC IP Office 
being closed for a week. As of the 4 February 
2015, the office remains closed and its current 
operational hours are dependant upon the 
situation on the ground. We will continue to 
monitor the situation and provide updates on 
developments.

(DRC) – Closure and Intermittent Operations 
of the Trade Marks & Patents office

Adams & Adams is privileged to be involved 
a case of national and historical importance, 
alongside Advocate George Bizos, and on 
behalf of the Biko Family and Steve Biko 
Foundation. It had come to the attention of the 
family and foundation that an original autopsy 
report of the late Steve Biko was scheduled 
to be sold at auction on December 3, 2014 in 
Johannesburg. The Biko Family, together with the 
Steve Biko Foundation, strongly opposes the sale 
of this historic document and filed a successful 
urgent interdict to prevent its sale. Delivery of 
the documents will form part of the next legal 
application.

Steve Biko Autopsy Case. A Privilege

The Seychelles Parliament recently passed the 
new Industrial Property Act 7 of 2014, which 
makes important changes in respect of the 
protection of Trade Marks, Industrial Designs 
and Patents.  The new Act will come into 
force with effect from 1 March 2015 and an 
increase in official fees is expected. For more 
information on the Industrial Property Act 7 of 
2014, please click here or contact us for more 
information.

Seychelles - New Industrial Property Act For more information visit:
www.adamsadams.com

Effectiveness of the Madrid Trademark Filing 
System In Africa 

The Madrid trademark filing system is administered 
by the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO) based in Geneva, Switzerland.  It is a 
cost effective manner to register trademarks 
internationally through a single application process.

Please click here or contact us for more information.

Sudan - Official Fees Increase

The Sudanese IP office announced that the official 
fees for filing trademark applications in one class, 
including stamp duty, in Sudan has been increased 
from SDG 133 to SDG 233 with effect from 1 March 
2015.

Please click here or contact us for more information.

Loeries Recognise the Outstanding Work of 
Young Creatives 

Young creatives make a huge contribution to 
the brands they work on as they bring with them 
their innovative insight and youthful outlook. The 
Loeries recognises and encourages their creative 
excellence with the Adams & Adams Young 
Creatives Award.

Please click here or contact us for more information.

Ghana - Official Fees Increase

The Ghanaian Registrar-General’s Office, in 
accordance with Legislative Instrument (L.I) 2216 of 
2014, has, with effect from 13 April 2015, increased 
its tariffs by between 33% and 50% in respect of all 
trademark matters.

Please click here or contact us for more information.

Adams & Adams IP Advisor to King of the Zulus 
Recognised as Africa’s Top IP Strategist 

Adams & Adams’ partner Darren Olivier has been 
voted as the only intellectual property strategist 
recognised for his work on the African continent. 
The world’s leading IP strategists have been named 
in the online edition of a unique guide published by 
Intellectual Asset Management (IAM).

Please click here or contact us for more information.

OAPI – Reduction in Fees 

Over the years the importance of the 17 member 
African Intellectual Property Organisation (OAPI) as 
a filing destination has continued to increase with 
579 patent applications filed in 2014.

Please click here or contact us for more information.

Nigeria – New Registrar Appointed

With effect from 1 June 2015, Mr. Olusegun Adeyemi 
Adekunle, has been appointed as the Registrar 
of the Nigerian Trademarks, Patents and Designs 
Office.

Please click here or contact us for more information.

Aripo Protocol for the Protection of New 
Varieties of Plants Adopted

On 6 July 2015, at a Diplomatic Conference 
held in Arusha, Tanzania, the ARIPO Protocol 
for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants was 
adopted by the eighteen (18) Member States of 
the Organization represented at the Conference 
namely; Botswana, The Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, 
Liberia, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Rwanda, São Tomé and Príncipe, Sierra Leone, 
Sudan, Swaziland, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Uganda Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Please click here or contact us for more information.

http://www.adamsadams.com/index.php/media_centre/news/effectiveness_of_the_madrid_trade_mark_filing_system_in_africa/
mailto:mail%40adamsadams.com?subject=
http://www.adamsadams.com/index.php/africa/africa_newsletters/sudan_-_official_fees_increase/
mailto:mail%40adamsadams.com?subject=
http://www.adamsadams.com/index.php/media_centre/news/loeries_recognise_the_outstanding_work_of_young_creatives/
mailto:mail%40adamsadams.com?subject=
http://www.adamsadams.com/index.php/africa/africa_newsletters/ghana_-_official_fees_increase/
mailto:mail%40adamsadams.com?subject=
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Africa’s premier infrastructure event, Infrastructure 
Africa (IA), will take place between 1-2 September 
at the Sandton Convention Centre in Johannesburg, 
South Africa. The conference attracted nearly 400 
delegates in 2014, with this figure expected to rise to 
over 450 at this year’s event. The main infrastructure 
sectors that fall under the scope of the conference 
include transport modes such as air, ports, rail and 
road. In addition to this, energy, ICT, trans-boundary 
water resources and finances are other prominent 
topics on the bill. 

The conference will deliberate on various 
infrastructure projects that are currently on-going in 
Africa with a strong focus on transportation, and note 
the progress made and shortcomings that still need 
to be addressed in gearing Africa’s infrastructure for 
economic growth. 

Distinguished speakers who will offer their insights on 
infrastructure developments in transportation include:
• Former Zambia Railways CEO Professor Muyenga 

Atanga; 
• NEPAD Planning & Co-ordination Agency 

Transport Infrastructure Expert, Dr. John Tambi; 
and 

• World Bank Senior Transport Specialist, Dr. Siele 
Silue.

In addition, attendees will be able to participate in 
the IA Business Matchmaking Programme, as well as 
the Gauteng Infrastructure Projects Workshop. 

The Zimbabwe Ministry of Transport and Infrastructural 
Development in partnership with the Association of 
Southern African National Road Agencies hosted 
the 7th Africa Transportation Technology Transfer 
(T2) Conference at the Elephant Hills Hotel in Victoria 
Falls, Zimbabwe, from 11-15 May 2015. The event 
brought together African and international leaders in 
the transport sector to exchange debate and share 
experiences, best practices and new technologies in 
the provision, maintenance and management of all 
means of transport. 

Held under the banner ‘Mobilising resources 
for transport infrastructural development and 
maintenance for poverty alleviation in Africa’, the 
conference especially focused on the exchange of 
new and existing approaches to technology transfer 
to enable countries to develop effective integrated 
transport systems that are safe, reliable and 
affordable. Over 300 delegates attended informative 
exhibitions showcasing the latest products, services 
and technology in transport. They also participated in 
technical presentations, workshops and short courses 
on themes including road safety, improving rural 
service delivery, financing transport infrastructure and 
the use of new research technology to overcome 
transport challenges in Africa. 

AFRICA EVENT PREVIEW AND REVIEW

EVENT 
PREVIEW

EVENT 
REVIEW

Infrastructure Africa (IA) Conference 
1-2 September 2015 

The key to unlocking Africa’s growth 
potential is investment in its infrastructure… 
Infrastructure Africa is all about maximising 
those investments.

7th Africa Transportation Technology 
Transfer Conference 
11-15 May 2015

Mobilising resources for transport 
infrastructural development and 
maintenance for poverty alleviation in 
Africa.
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EVENT PICKS FOR
THE NEXT QUARTER

Pan Africa Health Expo
3-5 August, 2015 
Birchwood Hotel
Mpumalanga, South Africa
For more information: 
http://www.ingadaevents.co.za 

5th IT Infrastructure & Broadband Summit 2015
13-14 August, 2015 
Cape Town International Convention Centre
Cape Town, South Africa
For more information: www.itinfrastructure.co.za

SSCG Africa TMT Conference 2015 
19-20 August, 2015 
Lagos, Nigeria
For more information: http://s-scg.com

East Africa Power Industry Convention (EAPIC) 
27-29 August, 2015
Kenya International Convention Centre
Nairobi, Kenya
For more information: 
http://www.eapicforum.com/ 

Infrastructure Africa
1-2 September, 2015
Sandton Convention Centre
Johannesburg, South Africa
For more information: 
http://www.infrastructure-africa.com 

Africa Oil & Gas Expo 2015
8-9 September, 2015 
Sandton Convention Centre
Johannesburg, South Africa 
For more information: 
http://www.africaoilexpo.com 

Ethiopia International Mining Conference 
23-24 September, 2015  
United Nations Conference Centre
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
For more information:  
http://miningethiopia.com

Gartner Symposium/IT Expo Africa
28-30 September, 2015 
Cape Town International Convention Centre
Cape Town, South Africa
For more information: 
http://www.gartner.co.za

Africa Electricity Exhibition and Conference 
30 September – 2 October, 2015  
Sandton Convention Centre
Johannesburg, South Africa
For more information:  
http://www.africaelectricity.com

Other upcoming events of note…

Loeries: 
The 2015 Loeries Creative Week will be held from 10-16 August 2015 at the Durban ICC 

and across different venues including along the Durban beachfront. Loeries Creative Week 
is a festival of innovation, excellence and creativity with key official Loeries events taking place 

throughout the week including the Loeries Judging,the DStv International Seminar of Creativity and 
the black-tie Awards Ceremonies and parties. Find out more at http://www.loeries.com.

Date: 10-16 August | Venue: Durban, South Africa

Africa Network Meeting 2015: 
The 3rd annual Adams & Adams Africa Network Meeting will be held in Pretoria, South Africa from 17–18 
September 2015. Top IP practitioners and administrators from various parts of the African continent have 
been invited to share the latest insights on IP developments in Africa. Contact us for more information. 

Date: 17-18 September | Venue: Pretoria, South Africa

http://www.itinfrastructure.co.za/
http://www.pre-salt-west-africa-2013.com/
http://www.gartner.co.za/page.asp%3Fid%3D1
http://www.loeries.com/
mailto:mail%40adamsadams.com?subject=
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CLOSING WORDS

Adams & Adams strives to provide its clients with the 
necessary legal guidance to navigate the African 
business enigma, and with this quarterly report, your 
(un)fair advantage as an Adams & Adams client is 
significantly enhanced to ensure your success with 
and within Africa.

The next edition of the Adams & Adams Africa Focus 
is scheduled for release in October 2015 and will 
be jam-packed with more insightful commentary 
and analysis on Africa, as well as updates on key 
developments across the continent, interviews with 
major role-players, event picks and much more.

In consideration of your needs and interests as our 
clients, which evolve with the ebb and flow of the 
African business environment, we welcome your input 
and suggestions for future editions of this publication. 
Our goal, after all, is to enrich your experience as a 
valued Adams & Adams client. 

We look forward to hearing from you!

Siyabonga kakhulu (We thank you very much). 

We trust that you’ve enjoyed the  July 2015 edition of 
the Adams & Adams Africa Focus!

Proudly produced by Consultancy Africa Intelligence (Pty) Ltd.
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