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The firm

Adams & Adams is the largest Intellectual Property
Law Firm in South Africa, and celebrated its
Centenary in 2008. The firm specialises in all aspects
of Intellectual Property Law, including Competition
Law and Medicines Regulatory Law.

As of 1 March 2009, the firm will comprise 56
partners, of whom 32 are in the Trademark
Department, 14 in the Patent Department, and 10
in the Commercial, Property and Litigation
Department. Adams & Adams provides a full
spectrum of services in the IP disciplines, and both
the IP departments are the largest practices of their
kind in South Africa.

“The firm has received several awards, including
the New Economy magazine award for Best
Intellectual Property Practice in Africa-2008, the
Professional Management Review Geolden Arrow
Award for the Best IP Firm in South Africa, and of
course the ACQ Awards of which we are very
proud. Also, several of our partners and consultants
have been individually recognized in international
publications for their professional excellence.”

Dario Tanziani’s background is in patent litigation,
particularly representing the research based
multinational pharmaceutical companies. He now
has a more active role in practice management and
development as Chairman of the Patent Department.

“| think that our legacy, professional depth and
commitment to service excellence distinguishes us
from the competition. We also have the advantage
of having a Commercial Section, which can attend
to the needs of our clients in relation to
commercial matters.”

An outstanding year

Despite the giobal downturn, 2008 was, in Dario's
opinion, the firm's most outstanding year since he
joined the firm in 1982.
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"Celebrating 100 years of growth and excellence,
the many awards which we received as a firm and
those won by several of our partners and
consultants in their individual capacities, and the
continuing support of our clients in all three main
areas of our practice, come to mind as reasons why
2008 was such a memorable year.”

Adams & Adams is expanding its presence in
Africa in both patents and trademarks. To this end,
the firm opened an office in Mozambique, which
will service the needs of its clients in relation to
their IP in that country, as well as the African
Regional Intellectual Property Organization
(ARIPO). This is a regional body comprising 15
English-speaking African countries, which has a
central registry in Harare.

“In the Life Sciences field, we have grown our
capacity by the hire of outstanding young
individuals, most from previously disadvantaged
backgrounds, who have the highest scientific
qualifications. We are looking forward to growing
our patent practice aggressively in this discipline.
We have also had significant litigious instructions
from our pharmaceutical clients, and are
expanding our practice in the Competition Law and
Regulatory disciplines.”

New challenges

In 2009, Adams & Adams will continue with the
implementation of its business strategy, while
keeping in mind the challenges that the global
economic crisis will pose to the firm reaching
its goals.

“Self evidently, the business climate for law firms
is getting tougher by the day. | think that firms
which invest in maximising their efficiencies will
survive and be well placed to take the lead when
the turnaround comes.” AC@




